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Q. What is the status of the SeattleEmergencyServicesprpject?

A. Early in 1969, the Washington/AlaskaRegionalMedical Program proposed the conduct
of “A CommunityApproach to the Therapy of Life ThreateningArrhythmiaand Acute
Myocardial InfarctionOutside the Hospital” - Project #27 - Mobile Coronaly
Care Unit.

The goal of this projectwas to study the feasibilityand efficacy of operating
mobile units staffed and equipped to handle acute, potentiallylethal arrhythmias
and to functionas coronarycare units outside the hospital. Its objectiveswere:
(1) operate the system and actiessthe effect of the Mobile Intensive/Coronary
Care Unit (MI/CCU)system in sudden death, in acute myocardial infarction,and
in other life threateningsituationsfor which it has been utilized; (2) determine
the feasibilityand efficacyof operatinga MI)CCU without immediateattendance
of a physician,utilizingtrained,experiencedfiremenwho have access to r,edical
directionby radio transmissionof voice and electrocardiogram;(3) stuay the
demographyof the local sudden death populationana utilize these data in an effort
to improve the MI/CCU operation,and to better define the potentialvalce of this
MI/CCU system in the comunity; (4) continueto expand efforts in education,both
at the professionallevel and to the general community.

The projectwas funaed for the period 7[1/69 - 12/31/71as a demonstrationacti\+tT

Initial 7 months (7/1/69- 1/31/70) $108,623 (Directand Indirect costs)

12 months (2/1/70- 1/31/71) 97,700

11 months (2/1/71- 12/31/71) 51,702

Total $258,025 (~ funds)

AISO during this time, the project receivea additionalmoney from the State
of Washington,Departmentof Health and the Washington State Heart Association.

Since the terminationof RMP funds as of 12/31/71,the projecthas been relying
solely on local support such as fund raising campaigns,etc. There has been

tremendous success in raising money by the people in Seattle for continuationof
this project.


